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The question may not be, Is America
better off? We know that America is
probably safer than what we were on
September 11 or on September 12, 2001.
We know that America is much safer
than what we were before September
11. We also recognize that we may be
safer, but we are still not safe. But
there are other questions that can be
asked: Are the Afghan people better off
today than they were 4 years ago? Are
the people of Iraq better off than they
were 4 years ago? Are the people in
Libya facing a brighter future because
of the decisions that have been made
over the last few months than they
were 4 years ago?

Tonight I do not claim that we have
solved all of these problems or all of
these issues. I think that we recognize
that there 1is still a tremendous
amount of work to do in each of these
areas. But Afghanistan does have a new
government. Afghanistan does have a
new constitution. The Taliban is gone
from power. They still exist in various
forms of resistance. Al Qaeda no longer
has a safe haven in Afghanistan to plan
additional attacks against the United
States and the rest of the free world.
They are still planning those attacks,
but the first thing that they have to
plan each and every day is how they
are going to get through that day.
They no longer have the luxury of be-
lieving, and during the 1990s knowing,
that America would not strike them,
even though we knew where they were
and we maybe had some idea of their
overall intentions and that they had
declared war on the United States that
we would leave them alone.

So Afghanistan is freer and better off
than they were. Saddam Hussein is no
longer in power. As ugly as the abuses
have been in the prisons by American
troops, by a limited number of Amer-
ican troops, we cannot lose the per-
spective that probably over 300,000
Iraqis were driven to their graves
through the brutality of the regime of
Saddam Hussein.

Libya is now in the process of dis-
arming. A couple of months ago, I had
the opportunity to meet with Muam-
mar Qaddafi in Libya. We tried to un-
derstand exactly why Qaddafi had
made this switch in strategy, why from
being on a list of terrorist states he
had evolved to a position where now he
was disclaiming any terrorist intent,
working with the United States and
working with the European Union to
disarm, but not only to disarm from
weapons of mass destruction but to dis-
close to the United States and others
the capabilities that he had in his nu-
clear weapons program, which is a step
forward, to also not only describe what
his program was and to give us many of
the materials but also to give us an un-
derstanding as to how he had acquired
those materials and what was the net-
work of suppliers that facilitated the
development of his nuclear weapons
program.

As we better understand that net-
work, we also get a clearer picture of
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what maybe exists today in Iran, what
may exist in North Korea as they were
on the market shopping for nuclear
weapons programs.

So are these three countries and the
people in these countries better off?
The 50 million people alone in Afghani-
stan and Iraq that have been liberated
from terrorist regimes, are they better
off than what they were 4 years ago?
Are the people of Libya better off in
the new course that their leader has
embarked on? I think the answer is
very, very clear. The answer is abso-
lutely yes. Is America safer because of
a change in regimes in Afghanistan,
Libya, and Iraq? I think the answer is
clear. It is an absolute yes.

Again I am not saying that the work
is done. As we see in the media, as we
get in our briefings each and every day,
there is still a tremendous amount of
work that needs to be done. But we
cannot forget the unity that this Na-
tion had after September 11, a unity
that said we need to stare terrorism in
its face and we need to stare it down
and we need to take the battle to the
terrorists. That was the message that
came from the White House. But that
was also the message that was em-
braced by this Congress and supported
by this Congress.
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What we need to recognize is that
going to war and rebuilding or building
representative government or new gov-
ernments in each of these countries is
not an easy process. We maybe had a
quick major conflict, a McDonald’s
war, but when we get done with it, we
recognize that building a new Iraq and
a new Afghanistan is going to take a
tremendous amount of time. And that
is the process that we are embarking
on today.

But take a look at what has hap-
pened. It is progress. Afghanistan is
free. Libya has disarmed. Saddam Hus-
sein is no longer in power. Iraq is be-
coming a free country, making the
heart of the Middle East more stable
and, therefore, making America more
secure. We are more secure because we
now have a Department of Homeland
Security. Is all the work in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security complete?
Absolutely not. We do not create that
type of an agency and give them that
type of a mission and believe in 12 to 18
months that all of that work is going
to be completed.

But we now have a Department of
Homeland Security that is focused on
making sure that our airports are more
secure, making sure that our ports are
more secure, making sure that our
local communities are more secure, be-
cause we are developing an infrastruc-
ture, a database that allows informa-
tion-sharing across all levels of govern-
ment so that we will be more prepared
to identify the threats that we face and
hopefully to respond to those threats
in such a way that a threat never be-
comes a successful attack on America.

All of our border activities have been
consolidated into the Department of
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Homeland Security, a single agency,
doing away with a multitude of dif-
ferent organizations that allowed in
some cases the opportunities for some
of the 9/11 hijackers to slip through our
borders, to rent apartments, to find
employment and to train in flight
schools, only to have their visas ap-
proved by INS after they carried out
the attacks on the Twin Towers.

So we are facing the issues that have
been identified and moving forward,
moving forward in a very difficult
process because America is still a free
country. And that is exactly what we
want to maintain. We want to main-
tain a free society, but we want to
maintain a society that is free and
safe. Those are the two paths that we
are continuing to try to balance.

I do not know if the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) has any com-
ments. There are lots of things we
want to talk about, but I think this is
kind of set in context to answer that
first question: Are we better off? Abso-
lutely. We recognize the threat that
this Nation faces. We are addressing
that threat, and we are working and fo-
cusing on that real threat each and
every day. We do not claim absolute se-
curity and safety, but we do now recog-
nize the threat and continue to work to
try to make sure that we will not have
another terrorist attack in the United
States.

I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY).

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, 1 cer-
tainly thank the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) for orga-
nizing this Special Order tonight.

Mr. Speaker, we are here to pay trib-
ute really to the courage, the commit-
ment, and the endurance of our service
men and women. And specifically I
would like to spend a few moments
kind of reflecting on the tremendous
job that our troops have been doing in
Iraq.

We must never forget that our Amer-
ican forces are primarily responsible
for one of the most complex and awe-
some military successes in history.
And the overwhelming majority of our
troops did it with compassion, with
care for the dignity and the basic
human rights of the Iraqi people.

Remember that our military, our
military, liberated 25 million Iraqi citi-
zens in just over 3 short weeks. And
when we include Afghanistan, Amer-
ican troops have now liberated over 50
million people from oppressive re-
gimes.

Yet despite this military success
story, Mr. Speaker, I cannot think of
another time in which so much pre-
cious time and treasure have been in-
vested in the reconstruction of another
country. An international coalition led
by America is now building new, mod-
ern power plants, a totally new phone
system, and nearly 2,500 schools.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Michigan I know has been to Iraq sev-
eral times, has been to Afghanistan,
been to Libya. He has seen what I saw



